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Come to Me All! 


HRISTIAN men and youths, Christian women and maidens! 
Why do you still hesitate to go to Holy Communion fre- 
quently? Christ instituted Holy Communion as the daily 
food of our souls. Did He not for this: reason choose the 

species of bread and wine for this Sacrament, as though he wished to 

say to us: as you daily nourish your body with earthly food, you 
should daily nourish your soul with My flesh and blood ? 

Does He not for this reason compare the Eucharistic food with 
the Manna? Daily the Jews had to gather the manna, daily they par- 
took of it. Likewise does Christ daily offer us on our journey through 
this earthly life, His body for our food, that it may preserve the life 
of our soul, that it may strengthen and protect us against our enemies. 
Does He not for this reason teach us to pray in the Our Father, “‘give 
us this day our daily bread” ? 

Christian man, for you, frequent, even daily Communion is 
necessary. In our present age, in our times of infidelity, godlessness 
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and social unrest, God and the Catholic Church stand in need of 
courageous men, strong in faith, and animated with. the spirit of 
sacrifice. If you wish to know the champions of Christ and His 
Church, count the men that approach the holy table. Christian man, 
you have the heaviest burden and responsibility in the battle of life; 
as head of the family, you must lead those entrusted to your care to 
God, you must bring up your children as good Christians. Likewise, 
you must fight for yourself against sin and temptation, you have also 
your own soul to save. Approach the holy table, therefore, there to 
receive at the same time, supreme light and the greatest strength ! 
Forward, then, to the front! The men must be the first to answer 
the Holy Father’s call, bidding all to receive Holy Communion daily. 

Christian woman and mother, for you, frequent, even daily 
Communion is necessary. Usually, you do not pass through life 
without many crosses; you daily need strength to conquer yourself, 
you need consolation in your suffering. Nowhere will you find this 
as in daily Communion. Perhaps you have a hard battle with the cares 
of life, possibly you are exhausting your strength in fulfilling your duty. 
Now, the more you are weighed down with crosses, the more lovingly 
does Our Lord invite you, ‘““Come to me all!” And if your life is 
happy and prosperous, frequent Communion is the means to preserve 
your soul from worldliness, lukewarmness and indolence, and to incite 
you to works of Christian charity. 

Where, Christian woman, can you find that supernatural, ever 
faithful love for your husband and children, where, that wisdom and 
energy for bringing up your children in sanctity, if not at the holy 
table of Him Who gave His blessing to the betrothed pair at Cana 
and to the mothers who brought their children to Him? If you love 
your Savior, your husband, your children, your own soul, then com- 
municate often, daily if possible. 

Christian youth, for you, frequent, even daily Communion is 
necessary. To preserve your innocence, or to regain it and to per- 
severe in it you must often communicate. Holy Communion preserves 
one from falling into mortal sin. To be truly happy, become pure, 
receive holy Communion, for this angelic food will give purity. 

““How happy I am, Father, since I live a life of perfect purity, 
I owe this to Holy Communion,” said a youth to his confessor. 

“If you wish to remain happy, communicate,” answered the 
Father. 

“‘Father, I should never wish to dispense with Holy Communion. 
When I am deprived of It, it is for me like a day without sunshine.” 

If you are weak in battle, communicate. Without Holy Com- 
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munion, you will become a prey of hell; with Holy Communion, you 
will in a short time become pure as an angel. If you want to escape 
the corruption of a seductive world, if you want to be a man who 
confesses his faith, a man worthy of the name, communicate. Holy 
Communion enlightens your understanding, ennobles your heart, 
elevates your character. 

Christian maiden, are you not in need of daily Communion? 
The precious treasure of purity, you are carrying in a fragile vessel. 
Many enemies are pursuing your virtue, your soul is weak, is accessible 
to illusions and enticements. How many a maiden had been deceived 
and deluded! Who will inspire you with love and enthusiasm for 
virtue and purity, with horror for everything that is low in word and 
image, who will place the veil of modesty on your face and on your 
whole behavior? Itis Jesus, the lover of virgins, Jesus hidden in 
the Sacred Host. 

Your youthful years are the time for great resolutions, of far 
reaching decisions. Who will bring light to you, who solve your 
doubts? Be it that you wish to help found a Christian home, be it 
that you mean to serve God or your neighbor as a virgin in the con- 
vent, everywhere your vocation requires self-denial, resignation, pa- 
tience, humility. But what can qualify you for heroic deeds and 
virtues? For all these questions there is but one answer: It is fre- 
quent, daily Communion. Christian maiden, do you love your Savior ? 
Very well, then communicate often and worthily, a greater proof of 
love, there is none. 

Christian man and youth, Christian woman and maiden, drop 
all prejudices and human respect. Daily Communion is not a reward 
for virtue, but a medicine for sick and weak souls, a remedy whereby 
our daily venial sins are expiated, and we are preserved from mortal 
sin. For daily Communion it is sufficient to be in the state of grace 
and to have aright intention. (Decree of Pius X. ) 

For daily Communion not even weekly confession is prescribed. 
For daily Communion there is not required a long preparation and 
thanksgiving. Begin by receiving Holy Communion every Sunday. 
But as one Communion is the best preparation for the next, do not 
let this suffice, but continue by receiving also on Monday, Tuesday, 
etc., if possible. 

Accustom yourself to go to Mass on week days especially in 
winter time. And when you are at Mass, receive Holy Communion. 
The sacrifice of the Mass and Holy Communion ought not to be 
separated. Holy Mass is the sacrifice instituted for giving honor to 
God, and it is the banquet for your soul. Would you deprive your- 
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self of this divine banquet? Would you pass through life without 
refreshment, without nourishment, without happiness ? — 
““Come to Me, all you that labor and are burdened, and I will 


9? 


refresh you! 


Infinite Value of the Soul. 





MONG all things created by God, nothing is more closely 
related to Him, says St. Augustine, than the human soul. 
This is the reason why it is superior to all created beings 
in the world. The soul of man is also the most precious 

in all creation. St. Chrysostom writes, “Nothing, not even the 
whole world, can be compared in value with that of a soul.” The 
entire world is of less importance than a single human soul. All the 
gold and silver of the earth, all magnificence and splendor of nature, 
all joys and wealth of this world, in fact, all earthly beauty combined 
cannot be compared to one soul. 

But if we wish to know the real worth of a human soul, we must 
ask the Son of God why He came down from heaven and assumed 
the form of aservant. We must ask the manger in which He shivered 
from cold; we must ask the thirty-three years which He spent on 
earth; His pierced hands, His disfigured countenance, His streaming 
blood, His Heart breaking in the most ignominious death, and after 
that His opened side —and all will unanimously answer: “‘So great 
is the value of your soul, that it was deemed worthy of the life and 
blood of Jesus Christ.” 

We are repeatedly reminded of the great price of our souls by 
the Apostle St. Paul, who says, ‘“You are bought with a great price.” 
St.!Peter likewise reminds us of this precious ransom, saying. ‘“‘You 
were not redeemed with corruptible things as gold or silver, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb unspotted and undefiled” 
(1. Pet. i. 18, 19). 

A soul is therefore of more value than everything in this world. 
Surius says, that Christ revealed to Carpus, Bishop of Crete, that 
He esteems a soul so high, that were it necessary, He would suffer 
anew for each one, even endure the torments of hell. St. Gertrude 
was told by her Divine Spouse that whenever she looked at the image 
of the Crucified, she should think that He addresses each one who 
thus gazes at Him: ‘““Behold, how I am hanging on the cross wound- 
ed for thee! Were it necessary for your salvation and were there 
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no other means for your redemption, I would suffer for you alone what 
I have endured for the whole world.” 

Let us yet consider the beauty of a soul that is in the state of 
sanctifying grace. Fora soul adorned with sanctifying grace is the 
living temple or the house that God has chosen for His dwelling, and 
in which He abides with more complacency than in temples of stone, 
yea, than even in heaven; for the soul is His spouse with whom He 
has been eternally betrothed. St. Theresa in her “Interior Castle” 
compares a soul in the state of grace with a magnificent paradise in 
which the Lord delights to walk. Full of admiration she exclaims, 
“‘T find nothing with which I can compare the greatness and beauty 
of a soul.” 

St. Bernard says, ‘If as many luminous heavens were created cs 
there are drops of water in the sea and sands on the shore, all their 
beauty together could not equal that of one such soul in the state of 
sanctification.” After St. Catherine had beheld a soul cleansed from 
sin, and adorned with sanctifying grace, she asserted, ‘I would will- 
ingly sacrifice my life and suffer death a thousand times over, if I 
could thereby attain such beauty of soul.” For this reason she en- 
tertained such high esteem for those ‘who labored for the conversion 
of souls, namely priests, that whenever she saw a priest pass by, she 
kissed his foot-prints. 

Oh, let us take well to heart what God does for a soul! He 
calls Himself the Shepherd, the Protector and Guardian of Israel, 
that is, of souls, and protects them in numberless ways against the 
assaults of their enemies. He even appoints angelic spirits to watch 
over the souls so dear to Him, for Satan endeavors at any cost to 
ruin our souls. St. Bernard says, ‘Satan, in his envy and wicked- 
ness, knows no other business, has no other desire, no other study, 
than to ruin souls.” 

How exceedingly sad it is that so many people do nothing, or very 
little for their immortal soul, and by their sins cause its eternal ruin. 
Consider how sublime the soul must be whose nourishment is nothing 
less than the flesh and blood of the Son of God. 


Son 


“Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus.” 


This booklet is truly a little gem of devotions in honor of our Savior's 
Infancy. In English only, per copy 5 cents. 
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Meditate Frequently on the Passion of Christ. 





OR what reason did Jesus leave the impression of His bloody 
and disfigured countenance on the cloth Veronica presented 
to Him? Why did He take care to have the instruments of 
His sacred passion preserved, such as the sepulchre, the 

cross, the nails, the crown of thorns and the winding-sheet? For 

what other reason, than that we should keep vividly before us the 
remembrance of His passion. 

In order to imprint still deeper in our heart the remembrance of 
His sacred passion, Christ instituted the Mass, the unbloody Sacri- 
fice of the cross. St. Thomas of Aquin calls this tremendous sacri- 
fice the greatest and most splendid of all miracles God ever wrought. 
St. Augustine says: ““Though almighty, God was unable to give 
more; though all-wise, He knew nothing better to give; though in- 
finitely rich, He had nothing more precious.” Since the sacrifice of 
the Mass was instituted as a memorial of His passion, there can be 
no doubt that meditation on His bitter passion is exceedingly pleas- 
ing to Him. 

St. Francis of Assisi knew by divine inspiration, that meditation 
on the sacred passion was the devotion most acceptable to our Lord. 
He therefore devoted his whole life to this devotion, thus increasing 
the divine love that consumed his heart, to the height and perfection 
of a seraph, and was favored with the sacred Stigmata on his own 
body. 

How dear to our Lord is the remembrance of His passion, can 














also be perceived by the fact that His most sacred body retained the 
marks of His precious wounds, an adornment that will last through- 
out eternity. 

Frequent and devout meditation on the passion of our Lord, has 
the wonderful power to enable us to gain victory over our, passions. 
St. Augustine says that whenever he was tempted by the devil of im- 
purity, he resisted him successfully by meditating on the wounds of 
Jesus. In temptation let us therefore say with St. Bernard, ““My 
God is hanging on the cross, and I should indulge in lust!” 

Furthermore, devout meditation on the sufferings of Christ will 
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effect the grace of a happy death. St. Gregory the Great assures us 
of this, saying: “‘Be ye compassionate with our Savior, the Lord 
Jesus. Have your heart occupied with the remembrance of His 
sacred passion and wounds, and be assured that you will in the hour 
of death be a partaker of His consolations.” 

We should during Lent, meditate daily on a mystery or scene of 
our Lord’s passion. It is not necessary that the meditation be long, 
but we should fervently, devoutly and gratefully take to heart what 
Christ has suffered for us. Such reflections can be made not only in 
church but also at home, at work, on the farm or even on the street- 
car. 

The Cross, My Debt-account! A Brother, a religious, saw St. 
Dominic on one occasion just as he was coming from his devotions 
before a cross, his eyes all red from weeping, and he asked the Saint 
why he had wept so bitterly there. St. Dominic replied: ““Have I 
not every reason to weep? ‘The cross is my account-book in which 
I read my income and expenses. My expenses are my sins, for which 
my Savior had to pay in so painful a manner! My income, the 
numberless graces I received, for which I can never be sufficiently 
thankful! Ought I then not weep before the cross ?” 

The Book of Books. A famous lawyer once took the saintly 
Brother Felix into his library and showed him the immense collection 
of costly volumes arranged there in many rows. He asked the Broth- 
er, evidently from a motive of vanity, what he thought of such a 
great lot of books. Brother Felix was silent for a moment, then di- 
recting his gaze upon a crucifix that was in the room, replied: “‘I 
think that many of these books are written for the express purpose, 
rightly to understand this book” pointing to the crucifix, “for this 
comprises the whole law, and must serve as the rule of our life!” 


> 


All who venerate Saint Joseph, will appreciate the picture, 
“Death of Saint Joseph,’’ of which a small representation is 
shown on the first page of this issue. Size, 16x 25 in.; price, 
30 cents, postage prepaid. 

“The Holy Face,” a small copy of which can be seen on 
the last page, is a beautiful picture for framing. Size 16x 21 in.; 
price, 30 cents prepaid. 

For list of our pictures see back cover. 
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Ida, Countess Hahn-Hahn. 
Eucharistic Life-piecture of a Convert. 





jm) OUNTESS Hahn-Hahn was born June 22, 1805, at Tressow, 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin. Richly endowed with knowledge 
and intellect, she married at the age of twenty-one, the 
: wealthy Count Hahn-Hahn, but did not find the happiness 
she had expected. She tried to divert her mind by traveling, and 
journeyed through all parts of Europe and the Orient, but nowhere 
could she find the peace she sought. Neither could literary fame 
pacify her interior disquietude. What was wanting to her was the 
only true stronghold, namely, religion. It is true, she received some 
religious instructions when a child and was confirmed when about 
fifteen. Protestantism, however, did not satisfy her, and to Catho- 
licity she was a stranger; nor did she care to know about it. While 
traveling through the Orient the second time, she noticed much that 
was beautiful about the Catholic Church, still it was only the exterior 
that then attracted her. She had not yet penetrated to the inner 
sanctuary. “A peculiar awe kept me from assisting at Holy Mass, 
yet, I desired so much to go,” she confessed. 

Three years later, she traveled through England, Scotland and 
Ireland and observed how different the Irish people were in their 
ways and character from the English and Scotch, how they respected 
the priests and loved their Church. 

“During the sermons,” she writes, ““which I then had opportu- 
nity to attend in the crowded churches of Ireland, I would seat my- 
self on the lowest step of the altar and weep until I was faint, because 
all this was not said to me, and I did not belong there. In the 
Protestant churches they do in reality not pray. There is no time 
or opportunity. The door opens on Sunday, the people enter, sing 
a song, listen to a sermon, sing once more and the door closes to be 
opened again on the seventh day. This cannot nurture interior 
recollection. My soul would by no means be satisfied thus, with 
being preached at again on the seventh day. Religion must pervade 
the outer life, if it should effect a truly elevating influence on man. 
It must embrace and include all his days not limit itself to the seventh 
and to one sermon. 

“A Catholic,” Countess Hahn-Hahn writes, “‘is enabled to bring 
his entire day into the most intimate and salutary union with the 
Church, and with God. The sacrifice of the Mass, the adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, the angelus, the rosary, the definite devotions 
during the day and special seasons of the year — interweave his soul 
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into that sublime and living community, which serves and honors 
God every hour, upon the whole earth, in spirit and in truth.” 

God permitted His light of grace to become effective in this 
erring soul. She began to assist at Holy Mass every Sunday and to 
collect her thoughts at the foot of the tabernacle, from whence a voice 
spoke to her heart, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love, 
therefore have I drawn thee, taking pity on thee.” In order to come 
to a decision, she procured Catholic and Protestant books treating 
on their various creeds. Now she stood at the fountain of truth. 
From the Catholic books she now learned what the Church was — al- 
together different from the way Protestants speak and write about 
the Church. In March, 1850, she made a public profession of the 
Catholic faith in St. Hedwig’s church at Berlin. 

The remainder of her days she spent in sanctifying herself, in 
doing works of charity and in literary activity. In her work, ““From 
Jerusalem,” she exclaims: ““Blessed, all ye, who are born in the 
bosom of the Church, who have been bound to her by the holy sac- 
raments from your very cradle, have been incorporated with her, 
and nourished by her substance! Blessed all ye, who, in veneration 
full of faith, in loving devotion have grown up on the steps of her 
altars and have never left the sanctuary, or at least have immediately 
returned to it again!... But blessed, I, too, who obtained in a single 
moment, what for you was drawn out your life long.” 


> 


Consoling Words about Penance for the Faint-hearted. 


fT. Thomas teaches us that three points belong to penance, 
} namely, fasting, prayer and corporal and spiritual alms-giv- 
ing. We must not be under the impression that we perform 
=e! no penance if we cannot torture our body and keep rigorous 
fasts. The two other points, prayer and alms-giving supply to a great 
extent the duties of the Christian. The commandment of God and 
the Church which perscribe fasting, have not the intention to weaken 
man and to prevent him from fulfilling the duties of his state. 

If we accept with resignation, our tribulations, weakness, aridi- 
ties and misfortunes, this is a penance, all the more pleasing to God, 
the less we ourselves have imposed itupon us. There are two kinds of 
virtue; one consists in an active life, the other in a life passive or 
suffering, the latter of which is more valuable and less dangerous. 





















TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 235 


Because in active virtue, natural ability and a secret self-love may 
have a part, which is not the case in sufferings, especially if these 
are sent by God. 

St Jerome teaches that if the devil cannot divert a soul from 
what is good, he endeavors to persuade her to excessive rigor and 
penitential works, in order that the spirit may be depressed and lose 
its vigor. Many virtuous and holy souls have fallen into this error. 

St. Francis de Sales therefore says: ‘I admonish you to pre- 
serve your health, for that is the will of God, and to keep up your 
strength in order to employ it for the honor of God; for it is better 
to have more strength than not enough, because it is very difficult 
to restore it, once it is lost.” Give your body, therefore, that meas- 
ure of food and drink that is mete for the maintenance of your health 
and strength. 

Cassian and St. Thomas write that the holy Abbot Antonius in 
one of those remarkable conversations he had with the most enlight- 
ened monks of Egypt, said, that the most necessary virtue is proper 
discretion; for, as salt seasons all food, thus discretion regulates al 
virtues. Many, who in their penitential and devotional exercises 
have forgotten this necessary discretion, have, instead of becoming 
holy, become weak, and have then entirely abandoned the way of 
perfection, because they imagined they could make no progress in it. 

St. Augustine makes a beautiful and clear-sighted remark con- 
cerning this, which may serve us as an unfailing rule. ‘“‘Our body,” 
he says, ‘‘is a poor patient recommended to the charity of our soul, 
from which it must receive the proper medicines. The body has as 
many weaknesses as it has needs. Hunger, thirst, weariness, are all 
weaknesses of the body, which the charitable soul must moderately 
relieve. Whoever does this, fulfills a duty of obedience towards the 
Creator Himself.” 

These words show at the same time how false is the principle 
maintained in many ascetic books, namely, that it matters little 
whether one’s life is shortened ten or fifteen years, if but the soul is 
saved. In order to save our soul, we must be ready to meet death 
atany moment. But we may not choose any penance we please, one 
that would directly shorten our life, because as St. Jerome says, there 
is little difference between taking our life suddenly or slowly. We 
are only administrators of our life, our health and our strength, but 
not masters. 

The example of saints who practiced extraordinary penances, 
deserves our admiration, but not ourimitation. St. Frances de Chan- 


_tal says: ‘“We must admire what the saints did in this regard, but not 
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imitate it, otherwise it were necessary that we constantly dwell in the 
frightful cave of St. Climacus, stand on tall pillars with St. Simeon 
Stylites, live for several weeks exclusively on Holy Communion with 
St. Catherine of Siena, take only one ounce of food daily with St. 
Aloysius of Gonzaga. To imitate the saints in their extraordinary 
deeds would be more a sign of secret pride than well regulated virtue.” 
Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 


decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 


>< 


Instructive and Edifying Booklets 
Concerning Important Matters of Salvation. 





The contents of these booklets are derived to a great extent 
from the writings of saints. They have, therefore, this peculiarity 
about them, that as often as they are read, they incite the devout 
readers anew to a good and virtuous life, and to spread further, 
reading matter so beneficial to souls. On account of the low 
prices, they are well adapted for extensive circulation. 


“Conformity to the Will of God,’’ 5 cents. 

““Magnificence of the Love of God,” 5 cents. 

“Frequent and Daily Communion,” 5 cents. 

“Assist the Souls in Purgatory,” 5 cents. 

“Devotion to the Precious Blood,” 2 copies 5 cents. 

“Holy Water in the Christian Home,” 2 copies 5 cents. 

“If Thou canst Believe,”’ 2 copies 5 cents. 

““Message of the Sacred Heart,”’ 2 copies 5 cents. 

“Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus,” in English only, 
per copy 5 cents. 


‘“*TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY,” CLYDE, MO. 
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St. Joseph, a Powerful Protector in Life and Death. 





Greatness and Dignity of St. Joseph. 


REAT and sublime is the dignity, the fullness of grace and the 
power of St. Joseph. Whosoever is called by God to some 
special ‘dignity, receives from Him also the graces necessary 
for that state. We perceive this in all the saints of the Old 

Testament and still more in those of the New; in the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, the apostles, the great doctors of the Church, and founders of 

religious orders. This is also verified in St. Joseph; for all the full- 

ness of virtue and grace has been imparted to him for the sole purpose 
that he might be a worthy spouse and protector of her, whom the 

Lord had chosen to be His Mother. 

Truly, St. Joseph was a marvel of sanctity. According to the 
teachings of some of the holy Fathers, and as has been revealed to 
saints, he had already been sanctified before his birth, whereby dur- 
ing his whole life, all evil inclinations were constrained, so that he 
never had an impure or ill-regulated emotion. In the virtue and gift 
of chastity, St. Joseph was exalted above the highest of the seraphim; 
for the purity which they possess without a body, was given to him 
in his earthly body and mortal flesh, and never did an impure image 
of anything earthly and visible find access to his mind. Even as the 
angels, he was worthily prepared to be in the company of the purest 
of virgins. Except for this sublime purity, he would not have been 
capable of so great a dignity and distinction. 

In this world, no one will be able to describe the high degree of 
perfection which St. Joseph possessed. Here on earth he was the 
most faithful co-laborer in the execution of the great decree of God, 
as St. Bernardine says. Joseph of Egypt, who was a figure of St. 
Joseph, saw in a dream, that the sun, the moon, and eleven stars 
bowed to him. To St. Joseph, Jesus, the Sun of Justice, and Mary, 
beautiful as the moon, have bowed. The apostles and all the saints 
in heaven, like shining stars, do in great joy bow before St. Joseph. 





St. Joseph’s Great Power. 


In consequence of the wonderful sanctity and power of St. Joseph, 
his intercession is, after that of the Blessed Virgin, the most power- 
ful. According to the doctrine of St. Thomas, God gave to certain 
saints the power to assist us in special needs. But towards St. Joseph 
God was more generous; to him God gave, in a certain manner, all 
power, and entrusted to him all treasures that he might be able to 
aid souls in every necessity. The Blessed Virgin revealed this to 
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Ven. Mary of Agreda, saying: ““The children of the world are igno- 
rant regarding the rights and privileges which the Most High has 
conferred on my holy spouse, and the power of his intercession with 
the divine Majesty and with me. But I assure you, my daughter, that 
in heaven he is most intimate with the Lord, and has great power to 
avert the punishment of divine justice from sinners. ‘In all trials, seek 
his intercession, for the Heavenly Father will grant whatever my 
spouse asks for. Great, extraordinarily great graces are assured to 
his petitions for the welfare of mankind.” 

The great St. Theresa expresses herself similarly, and her testi- 
mony outweighs thousands of others, because it is founded on her 
daily experience. She says: “I do not remember having ever asked 
St. Joseph for anything that he did not grant me. Anyone would be 
astonished were I to recount the many graces which God bestowed 
on me through his intercession, and the numerous dangers of soul 
and body from which I have been delivered. Other persons whom I 
advised to commend themselves to St. Joseph, have had the same 
experience. My manifold experiences with regard to the great graces 
that he obtained from God, inspired me with the desire to induce the 
whole world to practice devotion to St. Joseph. I have never known 
anyone who had practiced special devotion to him, without making 
marked progress in virtue. For many years I have petitioned him 
for a special grace on, his feastday, and it has always been granted. 
I, therefore, beg all who have any doubt about this, for the love of 
God to try for themselves.” 

Let us, likewise, pray to him with great confidence, and we, too, 
will experience what St. Theresa says, he will also come to our as- 
sistance in our needs if we pray to him perseveringly. 


St. Joseph Rewards His Clients and Grants Their Petitions. 


A very intimate favorite of St. Joseph was the Rev. Father 
Salemant, S.J. He had a special love for the interior life and often 
meditated on the virtues of St. Joseph. His zeal to honor this glori- 
ous Saint impelled him daily to perform four special practices. He 
possessed a special gift for inspiring others to venerate St. Joseph, 
and his confidence in him was so great, and his prayers so efficacious 
that he obtained whatever he asked for. When he admonished the 
faithful to venerate St. Joseph, he requested them at the same time 
to ask for graces, assuring them that they would infallibly obtain 
everything from his goodness. A remarkable example is here cited: 

While Father Salemant was rector of the college at Bourges, he 
noticed that two of the professors distinguished themselves for their 














piety. When the feast of St. Joseph approached, he called them aside 
and promised each that he would obtain for him from St. Joseph any 
grace he desired, providing be would earnestly recommend devotion 
to St. Joseph to his pupils, and encourage them to venerate him es- 
pecially on his feast. The professors gladly agreed to the proposal, 
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and their words of encouragement had the effect that both their 
classes received Holy Communion on the feast. The same day, each 
one went to the Father Rector in private and confided to him the 
grace he desired through the intercession of St. Joseph. The first, 
the renowned Father Nouet, asked for the grace of being able to 
speak and write in a worthy manner of our Divine Lord. For what 
grace the other asked is not known, as his humility kept him from 
disclosing it, but this we are told, that he obtained the grace he had 
requested. The following day Father Nouet went again to the rector 
and told him that after due deliberation, he believed he should ask 
for another grace, more conducive to his own perfection. The rector 
replied that it was too late, for St’ Joseph had already obtained for 
him the grace he first asked for. 

In how rich a manner this was imparted to him, can easily be 
concluded from his inspiring sermons and numerous writings, espe- 
cially that, regarding the sublime prerogatives of Jesus Christ, from 
which a heavenly light pours forth, as it were, and a glowing love, 
able to inflame all hearts. It almost seemed that Father Salemant 
could dispose of the treasures of St. Joseph at pleasure. As a last 
proof of his great devotion to St. Joseph, he asked, in his final sick- 
ness, to be allowed to take a picture of St. Joseph with him to his 
grave. ‘ 
St. Joseph, a Guide to the Mountain of Perfection. 

The Christian is not obliged tobe perfect, but he must constant- 
ly strive for perfection, Perfection, says St. Francis de Sales, is a 
high mountain, which can be ascended only gradually. Those who 
climb high mountains with which they are not familiar, take a guide 
with them, who is acquainted with the passages and dangerous places. 
In like manner, those who strive for perfection or wish to climb the 
mountain of perfection, need a guide. But St. Francis de Sales says 
we should choose one among ten thousand. He himself was a mild, 
illuminated teacher of the interior life, and zealously venerated :St. 
Joseph. He, therefore, chose St. Joseph as the patron and father of 
the Visitation Order which he founded. In the rules for novices, he 
advised them to take St. Joseph for their special teacher and guide in 
the interior life. Souls who entrust themselves to the guidance of 
St. Joseph, follow a safe road, and will make progress in the spiritual 
life, as may be seen from the following example: 

A young man one day met a Jesuit, who after a short conversa- 
tion recognized in the former, a soul so privileged, and endowed with 
graces so extraordinary, that he could not remember having ever met 
any one so advanced on the way of perfection. The priest was still 
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more astonished when the young man told him that he had never re- 
ceived instructions in the spiritual life from any one, and was employ- 
ed at ordinary labor the past eighteen years. But as he conversed 
on the sublimest subjects like a saint and Doctor of the Church, the 
priest asked him whether he had any devotion to St. Joseph. 

‘For six years,” he replied, “‘God inspired me with the thought 
to choose him for my patron.” Then he spoke of the sanctity of his 
patron in a manner truly eloquent, and concluded by saying that St. 
Joseph was a special guide and protector of souls who wish to lead a 
hidden and interior life. Devout souls should, therefore, choose St. 
Joseph for their spiritual guide, and often receive Holy Communion 
in his honor. 

St. Joseph a Rescuer of Sinners. 

St. Joseph, like the father in the Gospel, loves not only those of 
his children who hear his voice and lead an innocent life; he is also 
concerned for his erring and lost sons.. If with his strong hand he 
leads the just up the mountain of perfection, he is also, in his paternal 
goodness, very solicitious for poor sinners, for whom his dearly be- 
loved Foster-Son gave His life. 

The blessed Virgin once said to Ven. Mary of Agreda: ‘‘On the 
day of judgement, the condemned will weep bitterly, for not having 
realized how powerful and efficacious a means of salvation they might 
have had in the intercession of St. Joseph, and that they did not do 
their utmost to gain the friendship of the eternal Judge.” Truly, St. 
Joseph stretches out his hand to all who have fallen, if they take ref- 
uge to him and invoke him. Father Isidore Isolanis mentions a 
credible example in this regard. 

‘*A Venetian nobleman had the pious custom to pray daily before 
a picture of St. Joseph, but was not particular about keeping the 
commandments of God. It happened that he fell ill. Day by day 
he grew worse, and grave fears were entertained for his recovery, but 
still more for his soul, which was in a bad condition. When all hope 
to save his life had been abandoned, a heavenly physician appeared. 
The sick nobleman suddenly saw an aged man in his room, who per- 
fectly resembled the picture before which he daily prayed. The ap- 
pearance of his heavenly visitor immediately dispelled all darkness of 
his soul, as when a ray of sunlight falls on a dark spot. Deep com- 
punction and sorrow for his sins took possession of his soul, and he 
made a sincere and contrite confession. But the most remarkable 
grace that St. Joseph obtained for him, was, that at the moment the 
priest finished pronouncing the words of absolution, he yielded his 
soul all cleansed from sin into the hands of his Creator.” 
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Numberless other examples might be mentioned, showing that 
such who for years had led sinful lives, were truly converted if they 
had persevered in venerating St. Joseph. May this give to sinners 
confidence in St. Joseph, and may they, by his hand, arise from their 
fallen state. It ought especially fill those with confidence who wish 
to bring a father, a brother, a husband, etc., back again to the right 
path. St. Joseph will lend them a helping hand. 


St. Joseph a Physician. 


Who can count the numerous cures that have been obtained 
through the intercession of St. Joseph, in individual cases as well as 
in times of epidemics. About the middle of the last century there lived 
in the diocese of Paderborn, Prussia, a very pious priest who had 
great devotion to St. Joseph. Through the prayers of the priest and 
the confidence of those who invoked St. Joseph, thousands were re- 
stored to health, and from all directions the sick were brought to 
him. Another priest, desiring to write a book about St. Joseph, asked 
him for facts regarding the cures that had been wrought through the 
intercession of St. Joseph. On Feb. 26, 1872, this priest received 
the following lines: 

“‘There is not a single so-called incurable disease, that God has 
not healed through the intercession of St. Joseph. Not hundreds, 
but thousands have been cured through his intercession. More than 
fifty who were blind had their eyesight restored. Many, a great 
many, who were suffering from cancer were healed. Persons who 
had been deaf, found their hearing, the dumb had their speech re- 
stored, paralytics who for years had been confined to their beds, 
became well again. Among thousands who were afflicted with epilepsy, 
the number that were not cured, was certainly less than ten. In fact, 
I could tell you of thousands of cures that took place here through 
the intercession of St. Joseph in cases that have been pronounced in- 
curable. I could write annals on the wonderful cures that God effect- 
ed these forty years through St. Joseph’s intercession. 

“I place my sole confidence in the merits of Jesus Christ and the 
intercession of St. Joseph. Many sick persons who did not come 
here were cured at home. I tell the Jews to pray the psalms; the 
Protestants, to pray seven Our Fathers; Catholics, seven Our Fa- 
thers and Hail Marys in honor of St. Joseph, and these prayers they 
must offer for the souls in purgatory. Every one must commend 
himself to my prayers. Usually, they are not cured immediately, 
but in a few days or weeks. The concourse of people was extraordi- 
narily great in 1867, 1868, 1869 and 1870, until the beginning of the 
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war, frequently not less than 10,000 in a week.— Ah, if I could speak 
to you personally, how many wonderful things I could relate that 
occurred to me myself through St. Joseph’s intercession.” 

The pious priest requested that his name be not published, for 
he made this known only for the honor and glory of God. 

These facts ought to inspire all sick persons with confidence in 
St. Joseph; he will also help them if it be for their benefit, for his 
power is as great as ever. 


St. Joseph, a Father of the Poor. 


The Church again and again compares St. Joseph’s position with 
that of Joseph of Egypt in the house of Pharao. We know that 
Joseph of Egypt had been the greatest benefactor of whole nations. 
How many people would have perished during the seven years of 
famine, had not Joseph through his wisdom and foresight provided 
that the superabundance of seven good years be stored away. Thus 
the king could satisfy all petitioners for food; he had merely to say: 
Go to Joseph. 

But to the glorious St. Joseph, God has given still greater power 
to help the poor. How good and powerful St. Joseph is in this re- 
gard, can be proved especially by numerous convents and religious 
orders. Many who were poor themselves, accomplished wonderful 
things by placing their trust in St. Joseph. With his aid they built 
churches, schools, convents, and charitable institutions of every de- 
scription. How many instances could here be mentioned in which 
St. Joseph miraculously came to the aid of convents and religious 
communities in cases of dire poverty. With his assistances, St. 
Theresa founded more than twenty convents. 

One day this Saint was in great perplexity because she had no 
money wherewith to pay the laborers, and she saw no way out of her 
embarrassment. Thereupon St. Joseph appeared to her and offered 
to go security for her and also to be her treasurer. He promised her 
that the money should be at hand, and induced her to make an agree- 
ment with the laborers regarding their wages, and to continue the 
work with more energy than ever. Although St. Theresa had nota 
farthing, she nevertheless did as St. Joseph told her, and in so extra- 
ordinary a manner did she receive aid, that all who knew of it were 
greatly astonished. 

St. Joseph, however, aids not only the religious but all the poor 
who take refuge to him with confidence. Many examples might be 
cited in which he came to the assistance of the poor and needy ina 
most wonderful manner. The poor should especially venerate and 
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invoke St. Joseph when in trouble; he will not let their trust in him 
be confounded. While on earth, St. Joseph himself experienced the 
hardships of poverty, and therefore he is now so good and powerful 
a patron of the poor. 


St. Joseph, Patron of a Happy Death. 


It is a fact, that St. Joseph is a special protector of the dying, 
and that he is tenderly solicitous for his clients who are in their last 
agony. Numberless persons who during life practiced special de- 
votion to St. Joseph, have made this experience. In the hour of 
death, man is subject to untold suffering and anguish. In the hour 
of death, every Christian has to undergoa terrible trial, on the final de- 
cision of which depends eternal life or eternal death. The fury of 
hell, the remembrance of past sins, the uncertainty of the future, the 
pains of death, terror of the judgement, —all these are a flood of 
sufferings. What saint could defend us better than St. Joseph, whom 
the whole Christian world acknowledges as the protector and patron 
of the dying. 

There are three reasons why St. Joseph is a special patron of the 
dying. 1. He is the foster-father of the Judge, Who can refuse him 
nothing. 2. He is terrible to the demons; the Church calls him the 
conqueror of hell. 3. His death was so glorious; he died in the arms 
of Jesus and Mary, and this is the principal reason why he is the 
patron of a happy death: so blissful, so glorious was the death of no 
other saint. It is said that days before St. Joseph died, hosts of 
angels came down from heaven to console him, and to sing heavenly 
canticles. We can well imagine how Jesus poured out streams of in- 
terior bliss and heavenly consolations on His foster-father for all he 
had done for Him. What love and solicitude the Blessed Virgin 
must have shown him. Both Jesus and Mary closed his eyes in death, 
both shed tears at his departure. Jesus wept over Lazarus, how must 
He have wept over St. Joseph. 

In the lives of the saints we read many examples of how St. Joseph 
appeared to them in the hour of death. When Ven. Sister Prudentia 
Zuguoni was about to die, St. Joseph placed the Infant Jesus in her 
arms. ‘To many others he appeared with Mary, or obtained for them 
the grace to die on his feast. A priest of the Order of the Sacred 
Heart always asked St. Joseph for the grace to die at the foot of the 
altar, in presence of the Blessed Sacrament. This petition was grant- 
ed. While kneeling before the Blessed Sacrament, his soul soared 


up to God. 
Wonderful examples could be mentioned from the lives of many 
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common Christians, how St. Joseph obtained for them a happy hour 
of death, because during life they had prayed to him for this grace. 
Let us also daily ask him to assist us in the hour of death and remind 
him of his own glorious departure in the arms of Jesus and Mary. 
Let us now do what we shall then wish to have done. Let us practice 
special devotion to St. Joseph and our death will be a happy one. 


St. Joseph, a Conqueror of Hell. 


One of the greatest evils among Christians is their indifference 
to the snares of the evil one. The Blessed Virgin told Ven. Mary 
of Agreda to weep on account of the carelessness and indifference of 


Christians in this regard. Holy Scripture warns us saying: ‘‘Put 
you on the armour of God: because your adversary, the devil, as 
a roaring lion goeth about, seeking whom he may devour.” — ““Woe 


to the earth, because the devil is come down unto you having great 
wrath.” This cry of lamentation St. John heard from heaven. 

All the saints of God compassionate us on account of these terri- 
ble battles. Holy Church considers St. Joseph especially a powerful 
conqueror of hell, because he rescued the Infant Savior from the 
murderous hands of Herod. Herod was an image and tool of the 
devil in his persecution and in ruining souls. This glorious victory 
which St. Joseph gained over the evil spirit gives him great power 
over the demon. 

Origenes remarks : The command which the angel gave St. Joseph 
to flee to Egypt, contained the power to banish all the evil spirits 
from that unfortunate country in which they had, so to speak, estab- 
lished the center of their glory. And truly, the moment that St. 
Joseph entered Egypt with Jesus and Mary, the idols fell, the oracles 
were silent, the father of lies was fettered, and the infernal shadows 
vanished. These victories, it is true, must be attributed to the Divine 
Child, but to gain them, our Lord wished to avail Himself of the 
hand of His foster-father, who as head of the family, as guide on the 
journey, as rescuer of the Savior of the world, occupied so important 
a position in this mystery. Already this defeat inspired Satan with 
great fear at the name, Joseph, but a great deal more must he fear 
him now, since he beholds his merits, his sanctity and power sur- 
rounded with such splendor. 

Satan knows that St. Joseph, is the holiest after Mary, and most 
powerful to protect and defend souls against his attacks. Many who 
took refuge to St. Joseph, have made this experience. 

A religious had for a long time been tempted to despair, and she 
considered herself as lost. Against her will, she uttered blasphe- 
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mies, and always felt that she should throw herself into the well. In 
the confessional, she could not bring herself to reveal her terrible 
condition. One day she heard the other sisters speak of the power 
and goodness of St. Joseph, and perceived an interior voice saying, 
““Go to Joseph.” She took confidence and earnestly commended 
herself to this great Saint, whereupon she was soon delivered from 
her dreadful state. 

Sister Johanna of the Angels, an Ursuline of Lyons, received 
special graces through St. Joseph. God permitted that for a long 
time she was tortured by the evil spirit. In her great trial she made 
a novena to St. Joseph, and received Holy Communion in his honor 
for nine consecutive days. When on the ninth day, the priest pro- 
nounced the exorcism over her, the devil declared of his own accord 
that St. Joseph commanded him to depart, and the sign that he had 
left her was, that the name of Joseph would be found engraven on 
the inside of the good nun’s hand. This was in reality found to be 
the case, and from that moment she was delivered. In all our interi- 
or sufferings and temptations, let us go to St. Joseph, he will manifest 
to us, likewise, his power and help. 


Devotion to St. Joseph, Pleasing to Mary. 


Experience teaches, that devotion to St. Joseph, does not dimin- 
ish our devotion to Mary, but on the contrary, makes it increase more 
and more. In giving our hearts to Mary, we do not withdraw them 
from Jesus, nor do we withdraw them from Mary by offering them to 
St. Joseph. St. Magdalen de Pazzi says, that St. Joseph has special 
regard for those of the faithful who fight under the banner of Mary. 
No human tongue can describe the love and devotion of the Blessed 
Virgin for her virginal spouse and protector during life. From her 
exalted throne she still continues to invite the children of the Church 
to venerate him. 

To many saints, Mary has revealed the greatness and glory of 
St. Joseph. And very often she obtained for souls who had great 
affection for her, special devotion towards her spouse, St. Joseph. 
She commanded her faithful servant, P. Balthazar Alvarez, S. J., to 
take St. Joseph for his special patron. The Mother of God brought 
to St. Theresa an excellent gift from heaven, on account of the honor 
she procured for St. Joseph by spreading devotion to him in the 
Church. The Blessed Virgin showed to St. Gertrude the resplendent 
throne in heaven which her holy spouse occupies. 

The following example shows how much Mary desires us to ven- 


erate St. Joseph. 
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A devout person was tormented with very troublesome tempta- 
tions. After praying a long time without avail, she begged the Blessed 
Virgin to make known to her the saint, whom the heavenly Mother 
loved most, that she, in her misery, might confidently ask him for 
his intercession. Scarcely had the religious thus petitioned the Mo- 
ther of Mercy, when she felt a stream of interior peace and joy pour 
into her heart, and at the same time recognized with the eyes of her 
soul, St. Joseph, as the saint whom Mary loved most. She then aban- 
doned herself with full confidence to his paternal care, and was soon 
delivered from her torture. 

We are also permitted to choose St. Joseph as our mediator with 
Mary when we desire a special grace from the Mother of God. It is 
also very pleasing to Mary and Joseph if we give thanks to God for 
choosing St. Joseph as the spouse of Mary. 
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Power of St. Joseph’s Intercession 
in Dangers of the Soul. 


Father Paul de Barry relates that a person, whose name he may 
not disclose, wrote him the following letter : 

“IT have heard that you are engaged in proving the power and 
intercession of St. Joseph by facts. I will now in gratitude to this 
great Saint contribute some information of this kind. 

“In my youth I made the vow of chastity, but unfortunately did 
not remain faithful. When in the tribunal of penance, false shame 
sealed my lips. I did not confess my sin and committed a sacrilege. 
My conscience tortured me indescribably on account of this triple sin; 
I had no peace day nor night, for I felt that eternal damnation would 
be my lot. I detested my sins, but could not make myself discover 
the condition of my soul to my confessor, which would have put an 
end to my pangs of conscience. 

“In this miserable and unhappy state, Jt occurred to me to ask 
St. Joseph to help me. I made a novena. Hardly was it finished, 
when I was delivered from my false shame. I hastened to confession, 
accused myself sincerely and contritely of my grievous sins, and peace 
was restored to my soul. 

“‘Being personally convinced now of the power and goodness of 
St. Joseph, I ever afterward carried the picture of this Saint about 
me, and am resolved never to be without it. Since that time, I have 
easily conquered all temptations and received so many graces that I 
can never be thankful enough.” 


Resolved to Escape from the Seminary. 


A young cleric, before receiving minor Orders, was troubled 
with violent temptations. He considered himself unworthy to be 
ordained for the priesthood, because he feared he might not persevere 
in it. He therefore resolved secretly to make his escape from the 
seminary. : 

Presently his gaze fell on a picture of St. Joseph hanging on the 
wall of his room. He felt at once encouraged to pray to St. Joseph 
in his trouble. Kneeling down, he begged him earnestly to obtain 
for him the grace to be released from the temptations or at least for 
sufficient strength not to succumb. 

As soon as he had finished this prayer, he felt greatly relieved. 
Henceforth, as often as these annoying thoughts returned, he cast 
them away, and was soon entirely delivered therefrom. He received 
Holy Orders, and has now for many years been active and zealous in 
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the sacred ministry. He still frequently speaks of his great trial and 


says, “‘Had not St. Joseph come to my assistance, I should never 
have become a priest. Thanks and praise to my heavenly benefac- 
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Strange But True. 


tor, 





N only child, I had a companion in childhood and youth who 
was as dear as a brother. He also was the only child of his 
parents; his mother and mine were distant relatives. 





much as boy and girl may, the same pursuits and pleasures. I think 
we were both more than ordinarily pious for young children, though 
not obtrusively so. 

Born in the month of March, and named after St. Joseph, he had 
a great devotion to the foster-father of our Lord, particularly as the 
patron of a happy death. I shared with him in this, and we made 
many a novena together to obtain graces and favors, temporal as well 
spiritual. We were also fond of praying to the holy souls, as well as 
for them. As Joseph grew older it was thought that he would bea 
priest, but it did not turn out so. I married young, leaving my native 
city for a home in the then half-civilized West. Shortly after this 
Joseph went to New York, where he remained, and though we some- 
times heard from him indirectly we did not correspond, and he slipped 
gradually out of my life, filled as it was with new cares, responsibilities 
and affections. But old and dear friends are bound to the heart by 
tender ties, that need only a touch to reanimate them. 

On one occasion my mother wrote me: ““Joseph has returned. He 
is far gone in consumption. I fear he has been leading a dissipated 
life, he is not at all like the bright lad we used to know, and has en- 
tirely given up his religious duties. His mother is very despondent 
about him. ” This information plunged me into a fit of melancholy, 
from which I could scarcely arouse myself. That night, and always 
thereafter, I said a decade of the rosary for my poor friend, ending 
with the Memorare, that beautiful prayer which in olden days had 
been such a favorite with him. The thought of him was constantly 
in my mind, I thought of writing to him, but hesitated, we had been 
separated so long. A few months later I was summoned home by the 
serious illness of my mother. Before I reached her she had departed 
this life and the first to offer me consolation and sympathy was her 
life-long friend, Mrs. D..., Joseph’s mother. 
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Though depressed by my own sorrow it pleased me to learn that 
a former school-mate and companion, now a Jesuit, had persuaded 
him to go to confession, and that he was now faithful in the perform- 
ance of his religious duties. He was unable to leave the house, so I 
went to see him at once, and found him greatly changed. But the 
old sparkle returned to his eye, and the old ring to his voice as we 
talked, exchanging reminiscences, and recalling old friends. I soon 
learned that the perfidy of a false woman had wrecked my friend’s 
life and changed the whole course of his generous nature. 


“I Felt You Were Praying for Me.”’ 


One day he said to me very frankly, ““Mary, it was the thought 
and memory of you that kept me from giving up altogether, when I 
doubted whether there were any true women left in this day and gen- 
eration. Once, just after I came home, I had a feeling that you were 
praying for me and I felt better for the thought. ” 

“‘Perhaps I was,” I said, ““I know that I have never missed saying 
a decade of the rosary for you since I learned” ...here I paused. 

“‘Since you learned that I had become a cast-away,” he interrupt- 
ed with a laugh. ‘“When I am gone, I am not so blind as to believe 
I can last much longer, you must continue that decade for my soul. 
Do you remember how we used to pray to St. Joseph? I never gave 
up that prayer for a happy death through it all.” 

He always spoke cheerfully of dying, and though towards the énd 
he suffered greatly, was very patient and resigned. He seemed to be 
afraid that I would not persevere long in praying for the repose of his 
soul, after he had left us, and would say repeatedly: ‘Do not put me 
in heaven too soon, I have beenagreatsinner. Pray for me as long 
as you live. If I should not need it, some other poor soul will.” 

On the morning of the feast of St. Joseph he seemed better. His 
cough had entirely left him, he was able to sit up in an invalid chair 
where he passed most of the day. He received Holy Communion 
in the morning; his poor mother felt much encouraged, and even began 
to hope fora cure. That afternoon when she had gone to lie down 
he said to me in his own quaint way: “‘Mary, I think I shall go tonight. 
I wish you to stay, to give me a good send-off, and besides, I should 
not like mother to be alone.” I could not see any immediate danger 
but promised to be on hand early in the evening and kept my word. 
His mother left the room for a few moments, and he said abruptly: 

“*Mary, I have had a long talk with mother, and now it is your 
turn. First of all, pray for me constantly; there will be no one else, 
for mother cannot long survive me. Her heart is nearly broken now. 
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And see here, if, in that land to which I am going it is possible to 
watch and guard one’s friends, or to intimate to them in any way that 
one is cognizant of them, be assured I shall make myself known. 
Don’t be afraid... but I’ll come if I can.” 


**St. Joseph is Coming.”’ 


I said nothing lest my voice should break down, only pressed 
his white emaciated hand. After that he slept quietly for two or three 
hours. ‘Towards midnight he awoke, and called his mother. She 
went to the bedside. ‘““Whattime is it?” he asked. ‘‘Almost twelve,” 
was the reply. ‘“Are you there Mary?” he said in a strong voice. 
*‘Ah, you are there, get down on your knees, both. St. Joseph is 
coming.” And so saying he fell back and died, on the feast of St. 
Joseph, the happy death, for which he had prayed during life. 

It is scarcely necessary tosay that I prayed fervently for his soul, 
and had many Masses offered for his repose. He had been dead some 
months, I was at home again, when one night I had a vivid dream. 

Joseph stood at the bedside and called out “Mary, Mary, some 
debts, some debts, they must be paid.” This occurred twice after- 
wards; the third time I had a Mass said and the dream returned no 
more. Up to this period my life had been more than commonly free 
from care or sorrow. We retired to rest one night in our usual good 
spirits, the children were secure in prosperity. I had not been asleep 
long when I dreamed that I saw Joseph sitting on the banks of a stream 
his head in his hands, as though in deep grief, his face turned. 
He seemed to be much depressed, and even in my dream I wondered 
if he were still in purgatory. 

The next morning we received news that a business in which my 
husband had invested nearly all his money had failed, and from com- 
parative affluence we sunk at once to poverty. Misfortune followed 
misfortune, we experienced all the vicissitudes and slights a fickle 
world can bestow on formerly prosperous children. 

But from that time until the present, I have never been visited 
by a new affliction without dreaming of Joseph in the attitude of the 
first dream. So unfailing was the warning that it always prepared 
me for a new cross, and the event never failed the premonition. My 
husband soon came to believe as I did, if in the morning on awaking 
I would say, “I dreamed of Joseph last night,” he would say, “‘Some- 
thing is going to happen.” 


‘‘Have Courage, All Will Be Well.’’ 


After some time had elapsed, and when our affairsseemed at the 
worst, I dreamed that I saw Joseph sitting, as before, near the edge 
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of the water, but his face was turned towards me, smilingly, with a 
look that seemed to say, ‘“Have courage, all will be well.” I awoke, 
my eyes full of tears, my heart beating with confidence. Afraid of 
exciting delusive hopes I said nothing to my husband, who returned 
that day before his usual dinner hour eager to tell me of a stroke of 
good fortune which had befallen him. And from that day to this, 
when, thank God, our fortunes are bettered, I have often been visited 
by one or the other of those strange, but vivid dreams of warning 
and consolation. 

The skeptical reader may call it only a strange co-incidence, but 
I am firmly convinced that the affection felt by my friend in life has 
been a medium of communication with those who loved and were 
beloved by him. I believe he is in heaven long since, but my prayers 
for him are still unceasing and will continue as long as life and reason 
shall last. The circumstance has been effectual in increasing my 
devotion to and for the holy souls. While I live I shall do all in my 
power to augment that devotionin others. O, if we could only realize 
the strength of the mysterious links which bind us to the suffering 
souls, how fervent would be our prayers, how untiring our efforts for 
their release, how full of confidence our prayers for their intercession 
in our trials and necessities. 

>) 


A Friend of the Poor Souls Who Lived in Our Times. 





N 1895, there died in the odor of sanctity, the Ven. Mother 
1 Mary Clara of the Dominican convent of Limpertsberg, 
Luxemburg. God had destined her to be a sacrificial victim 
= of divine love, to atone for the sins of the present time. Hav- 

ing been impressed with the Stigmata, she was vouchsafed the closest 
union with her crucified Savior. What she suffered from the assaults 
_of the evil spirit cannot be described. From early childhood, she 
held very remarkable intercourse with the suffering souls. Commis- 
sioned by God, her guardian angel led her to purgatory when she was 

a child of six years, and the communication then begun with the 
holy souls, continued to the end of her life. She writes as follows: 

“The good angels taught me the first years of my childhood to 
offer to the Heavenly Father the sacrifice of the Mass and the precious 
blood of His Divine Son, for the consolation and release of the souls 

in purgatory. After they told me how salutary a practice this was, I 
performed it in preference to any other. Not an hour passed that I 
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did not repeatedly offer to the Heavenly Father, the precious blood 
of His well-beloved Son. 

“‘Every time I was visited by Our Blessed Lady, the angels and 
the saints, I inquired about the condition of the suffering souls, and 
begged them to intercede with God, that they might be delivered from 
their terrible torments. In order to move the angels to pity, I re- 
minded them of the cruel pains the poor souls had to endure for days, 
months, even years. Oh, how inexpressibly great was my joy, when 
on All Souls’ Day and Good Friday, the dear angels would inform 
me that a great many souls were released from purgatory. Although 
at different times of the year they told me of souls being released, 
their number was never as great as on the days mentioned.” 


Two Deceased Priests. 


This pious nun had a remarkable vision regarding two deceased 
priests. We read the following in her records: 

“The souls of two priests appeared to me. Each wore a soiled, 
ragged alb over his cassock, in atonement for not having been suffi- 
ciently careful during life to ascend the altar of God vested in clean 
linen. To appear in this alb was very painful to these souls; for 
they constantly saw and felt the humiliation they had to undergo for 
their fault, for their lack of cleanliness and their carelessness in regard 
to the church linens. God, the just Judge, demanded by this humil- 
iation, atonement. The soul of a priest is so sensitive to this manner 
of expiation, that we on earth can form no idea of it. According to 
the information I received from these two souls, they were obliged to 
wear the soiled and torn albs all the while they were in purgatory. 
The first two weeks after they appeared to me, they still wore them. 
But I saw a difference in the albs; one was made of much coarser 
material and was much more tattered than the other. 

“For a still greater humiliation, our Lord compelled these souls 
to enter the church with their albs in this condition. What they 
suffered in this apparel before Jesus in the tabernacle, God and they 
alone could realize. Their humble attitude, which could not possibly 
be imitated here on earth, gave me a little idea of the shame and 
confusion they suffered at the time. I felt for them so much, that I 
employed all my strength to ask our Lord to show them grace and 
mercy, and release them from this painful state. 

“At last the loving Heart of Jesus was conquered. He permitted 
them in His goodness and mercy to take off their soiled albs, and to 
appear before Him in clean ones. A few days before they were 
released, their albs kept growing more and more beautiful and re- 
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splendent. As they were about to enter into eternal glory, their 
angels conducted them to the altar-steps, and our Divine Lord coming 
from the tabernacle, clothed them with a precious garment, the beauty 
and splendor of which could not be compared with anything in this 
world. The garment shone brighter than the stars.” 


Efficacy of the Precious Blood. 


During the first three years, the poor souls made known their 
presence to the servant of God by mournful sighs. Howsoever 
heart-rending these were, they, nevertheless, manifested great calmness, 
patience and perfect resignation to the will of God. Touched to the 
innermost heart with compassion, the servant of God found no rest 
day nor night. She did everything she could think of to give relief 
to them and was not contented until her petitions in their behalf were 
granted. 

“As far as I have experienced,” she writes, “‘Masses, Commun- 
ions and the offering of the precious blood are the most efficacious 
means to assist the poor souls. The more frequently I offered to the 
Heavenly Father the precious blood of His only-begotten Son, the 
more bearable and refreshing their condition became. When I made 
this offering, it frequently happened that the Heavenly Father showed 
me in spirit, how the precious blood of His Son kept dropping down 
from heaven upon the suffering souls from a peculiar fountain, which 
gushed forth from the inexhaustible treasure of the merits of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; thereupon the intensity of the fire and flames was 
mitigated for a time, and the condition of the poor souls became 
very refreshing. 

Every drop of blood was for them a sweet, cooling dew, that 
had the power to penetrate to the lowest depths of that dreadful 
ocean of flames, and extinguish its heat. Even more, the power of 
the precious blood of Christ had its efficacy also upon the suffering 
souls who were near those for whom I had specially offered it. Al- 
though it did not effect them in the same degree, they nevertheless, 
felt much relief in their suffering. It usually happened that souls, 
for whom I had asked the Heavenly Father to apply especially the 
efficacy of the blood of Christ, were for a short time entirely free 
from the pains of the fire. For some it may have been a quarter, 
for others half an hour. ‘The latter, however, was but seldom the 
case. After this respite of suffering was over, they were again seized 
with the pains of purgatory, but their sufferings did not increase, in 
many cases they diminished.” 


FOR SALE: In the little town of Conception, near the well- 
known Benedictine Abbey, a corner lot, with a four-room house 
almost new, cave, well, and garden. Price $1,000.00 


Address: NICOLAUS HAEHNLEIN, 
CONCEPTION, MISSOURI. 
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A Manifestation from the Other World. 





m@) Ev. Fr. Mathieu Lacomte, a Dominican, whose eloquent voice 
} has been heard in many a French Cathedral, died at Jeru- 
salem, 1887. Energetic, full of initiative, he had consecrated 
__ the last days of his life to the foundation and prosperity of 
a house of his Order on the very spot where, tradition says, the first 
martyr, St. Stephen, shed his blood. This house has since become, 
under the name of St. Stephen, the home of that biblical school well 
known to the learned. 

When he was attacked by the illness to which he finally succumbed, 
Fr. Lacomte was carried to the French hospital at Jerusalem. The 
sister who nursed him, is still living. When the supreme moment 
of his death came, the religious was tormented by fear, at the thought 
of the severity of the account he must give to God. The sister, 
however, tried to comfort him by reminding him of the good he 
had done during his apostolic career. 

“‘My child,” answered the sick Father, “‘work is not everything. 
O sister, when I am dead, pray well for me.” : 

The sister promised, but seeing the monk’s anxiety and trouble 
increase, she added: ‘“‘Yes, Father, I shall pray for you, but still 
better, if you are in need of special fervent prayers, let me know and 
I will do all in my power.” 

“‘Sister,” answered the monk smiling, “people do not come back 
from the other world so easily as that.” 

“Well then, ask for permission...” 

Some days after, Father Lacomte died and was buried in the 
enclosed ground of the hospital. For some weeks after, the sister 
offered her prayers for the departed, but the many occupations as a 
nurse, too soon caused her to forget her promise. One day, as she 
was working in her cell, she heard, all at once, a noise which fright- 
ened her, then a voice which she recognized as that of Fr. Lacomte, 
which spoke thus: “‘Ah, sister! pray for me, I am in dreadful pain.” 

A fortnight later, the same happened again, but this time the voice 
told her of the relief he so far had received: 

“‘Thanks, sister, your prayers are like rain falling in the flames 
and checking their ardor. Go to St. Stephen’s house and ask the 
superior to have a novena of Masses said for my intention, these 
Masses will finish the payment of my debt.” 

The sister delivered the message without delay. Fr. Menier 
‘listened to her with attention, but considered the sister a victim of a 
hallucination. However, after due consideration, he said to himself: 
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“After all I see no reason why I should not say the Masses for the 
intention suggested to me by this good nun; Fr. Lacomte can derive 
nothing but good from them even though this apparition should be 
an imagination.” 

He commenced the novena the next morning. On the evening 
of the ninth day at the hour when the Fathers retire to rest, a brother, 
an intelligent man, and of a positive turn of mind, heard a knock at 
his cell. 

“‘Come in!” he said. What was his astonishment to see enter 
Fr. Lacomte! The visitor looked radiant, he came up to the brother 
and made inquiries about the affairs of the house. It was in every 
respect the very Fr. Lacomte whom the brother had known. 

““The affairs of the house are going on tolerably well,” answered 
the brother, ““but oh, what a loss your death was for us.” 

“‘Have courage! my trial is over and in heaven I shall be of 
greater help to you than on earth.” 

Saying these words he pressed the brother’s hand warmly, as a 
sign of friendship, then he went out, even taking the precaution to 
shut the door behind him. The brother went at once to his superior 
to tell him what had happened. 


Rosaries in Fine Imitation Cut Stone. 


On Rolled Gold Chain. 


Mother of Pearl Beads, 15 in. Roman Finish, $1.00 
Crystal, Sapphire and Rosestone Rosaries, Roman Finish, length 
15 in., 5 year guarantee, $1.00 


Amethyst, Garnet and Jet, large beads, suitable for elderly 
persons, Roman Finish, length 19 in., 5 year guarantee, $1.50 


Sapphire, Crystal, Opal, Amethyst, Garnet and Jet, Bright 
Finish, length 15 in., 10 year guarantee, $1.75 

Mother of Pearl Beads, Bright Finish, length 19 in., 10 year 
guarantee, $2.00 

Jet, Garnet, Amethyst and Sapphire, length 15 in., 20 year 
guarantee, $2.50 

Well-chained cocoa rosaries, small beads, 25 cts. Medium 
size 40 and 50 cts. Large beads 60 cts. Small black rosaries for 
children 10 cts. 


Small crucifixes 30,40 and 50 cts. Hanging crucifixes, 7 in. 
in length 60 cts.; 11 in. $1.00 


All the rosaries, if paid for in advance, will be enriched with the Domini- 
can, Crosier, and Papal indulgences, and the crosses with the indulgences of 
the Stations, and the indulgence for the dying. 
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Good Literature 


and 


Inspiring Religious Pictures 


are an almost indispensable means to keep bright the flame of 
faith and love in the Christian home. We-highly recommend 
the following books: 


Father Paul of Moll. A book which will be read with 


unflagging interest. Bound in 
cloth, gilt title, five full-page illustrations. $1.00 postpaid. 


Inspiring Words By the Blessed Cure of Ars. Just the 


* book you would like to place in the 
hands of young people. 25 cents postpaid. German edition 30 cents. 


Consoling Revelations. jr. Mine in sweet ond cote 


abounding in sweet and salu- 
tary thoughts, and will help many a one to bear the burden of life with 
greater courage and resignation. 35 cents postpaid. In German 30 cents. 


BEAUTIFUL PHOTO-TONE PICTURES 


on Extra Quality Paper. 
The Last Supper 21 X 34 in. $0.50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 16 x 23” 25 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 19 X 25” 25 
Sacred Heart of Mary Ig x .25 
Death of St. Joseph 16 x .30 
The Holy Face 16 x .30 
Ecce Homo 14 X .20 
Agony of Our Lord 16 x .25 
Mother Most Sorrowful 15 x 25 
Mother Most Amiable 16 x -35 
Mother Most Admirable 10 x 15 
Angel Guardian II x 15 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 
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